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Emperor's army before St. Disler. The Emperor
had himself broken the compact by besieging
Landrecy and St. Disier; and so the bulk of
Henry's army sat down before Boulogne, whilst
the Emperor, short of provisions, far in an enemy's
country, with weak lines of communication, un-
friendly Lorraine on his flank and two French
armies appproaching him, could only curse almost
in despair the hour that he trusted the word of
" his good brother/' the King of England.
Katharine   bade  farewell  to   her   husband   at
Dover when he went on his pompous voyage,1 and
returned forthwith to London, fully empowered to
rule England as Regent during his absence.    She
was  directed to   use the  advice   and counsel  of
Cranmer,, Wriothesley, the Earl of Hertford, who was
to replace her if she became incapacitated, Thirlby,
and Petre; Gardiner  accompanying the  King as
minister.   The letters written by Katharine to her
husband during his short campaign show no such
instances of want of tact as did those of the first
Katharine, quoted in the earlier pages of this book.
It is plain to read in them the clever,  discreet
woman/determined to please a vain man; content
to take a subordinate  place and to shine  by a
reflected light  alone.     "She   thanks   God  for  a
prosperous beginning of his affairs;" "she rejoices
at the joyful news of his good health/' and in  a
business-like way shows that she and her council are
actively forwarding the interests of the King with a
single-hearted view to his honour and glory alone.
1 We are told that even the sails of his ship were of cloth of silver, and
probably no King- of England ever took the field tinder such splendid con-
ditions before or since,